Recognized Heritage Tree
Red Oak, Quercus rubra

HT-2021-261-270

This Red Oak tree, estimated to be roughly 200 years old, is located in Scarborough on land
once owned by Robert Jackson, a pioneer settler in the 1850s. The property is now known
locally as Masaryktown. Standing at 20 meters, it is not the tallest tree in the area, but its
striking silhouette as well as its historical and cultural significance has left an important

mark on the community who cares for it.

Robert Jackson passed down his farm to his son Thomas Jackson in the 19th century, and
the younger Jackson ran the farm well into the 20th century. With World War Il spreading
across Europe, Czech and Slovak communities immigrated to Toronto and began looking for
a gathering place where they could celebrate and preserve their cultural heritage. In June of
1948, the Czech and Slovak communities of the Masaryk Memorial Institute purchased the

property and created the vibrant community centre which remains active today.

The oak was, and continues to be, a valued part of the community. In the 1950s, elders
carved out diseased parts of the oak’s trunk and filled them with cement. This practice was
common at the time and was thought to strengthen the tree’s trunk. The oak continued to

grow, leaving slight evidence of these interactions. Today, this Red Oak is a visible
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DBH (Diameter at Breast Height): 466 cm Height: 20 m
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